by SIMON FLEXNER.)
That concentrated solutions of venom fail to destroy and tend to preserve blood-corpuscles was noted by Mitchell and Stewart. Among the recent writers who have paid especial attention to the interpretation of this phenomenon are Kyes and Sachs. They ascribe it to deviation of the hemolytic complement through the excess of venom amboceptors. The study which forms the basis of this brief communication shows the hypothesis of Kyes and Sachs to be untenable, since it could be demonstrated that ( I ) the protective action fails to occur with venom in which, through heating to from 95" to rooo C., the hemolytic principle has been preserved, but certain other constituents have been coagulated, and (2) the action extends to protection of the corpuscles from laking by water, ether, saponin, etc. The conclusion which has been reached by the author is that venom unites with the globulins and especially with the hemoglobin of the red corpuscles, yielding a water-insoluble compound to which the protection is due. Various substances, such as salts, acids and alkalis, restore the hemolyzability of the corpuscles by dissolving the venom-hemoglobin compound. The permeability of the corpuscles is not markedly altered.
